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One of the most vivid memories I can recall is of that slumbering 
crag of rock known as Brentor. The traveller, heading along the main 
road to and from the West, catches sight of it guarding the northern 
slope of

.
Dart�o�r, and is r�minded that it is one of the principal 

sanctua:1es v1s1ted by prev1ous pilgrims on their way from Glastonbury 
to s� Mlchael's Mount. Its hermitage-like church, remote from the 
sophl�tries �f modern civilization, evokes that primitive feeling 
assoc1ated Wlth early Celtic Christianity, and the old hill with its 
:ing of prehistoric earthworks seems always to have been recognised for 
1ts atmosphere of sanctity. 

I still don't really know why, some fifteen years ago, I had this 
strong urge to get up at four o'clock in the morning and drive through 
the dark Devon lanes to see the Mayday sunrise from its summit. I was 
�ware

.
that some would consider it a certain sign of encroaching 

1nsan1ty. I �adn't yet heard of the St Michael Line and its string of 
churches ded1cated to the archangel of high places, and its relati�n to 
the Mayday, or Beltane, sunrise. Even so, I felt a powerful inner 
compulsion to honour the Sun, and the Earth, for some reason that was 
beyond my understanding. 

It is str�nge how some e�ents possess the power to transport you 
back to a spec1al place and t1me. I can smell the dew-damp slippery 
grass and hear the crowing cock ��enever I think of it. AS I stood in 
front of the altar, watching the twilight transformation as the stained 
glass window depicting St Michael slowly filled with dawn light, it 
o�curred t� me that there was some almost tangible power pouring in 
w1th the llght; a subtle, excitable energy that made everything crisp 
�nd cl�ar, vibrating with life. The five senses had a special 
1ntens1ty, or perhaps others, unknown, stirred from somewhere deeper. 
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Outside, as I surveyed the Dartmoor sunrise, a remarkable 
spectacle took place on the horizon. The orange disc of the Sun 
appeared not on , but above it. A reddish dot appeared first, hanging 
low above the hills to the east, which grew steadi�y into an arc, and 
then , by some curious atmospheric effect of the mist , created a glowing 
crescent , its horns pointing towards the Earth. It only lasted a 
fragment of time , yet it seemed powerfully symbolic. 

Years later , Hamish Miller and I arrived at the foot of Brentor 
after having tracked the current of earth energy that had led us from 
the westernmost tip of Cornwall , and was later to draw us to 
Glastonbury , Avebury and beyond , as chronicled in THE SUN AND THE 
SERPENT. We stood on a series of overgrown mounds , thought to be the 
remnants of mining activity and a medieval rabbit warren. The Dartmoor 
drizzle condensed out of the mist , and the church was completely 
hidden. We were tired , soaked and longed to steam gently in front of a 
glowing fire with a glass of that famous sacred Scottish elixir known 
to lift flagging spirits. As Hamish discovered the energy focussing 
down to a specific spot in the earthworks , a voice called out through 
the mist. It seemed natural and unremarkable, and indeed , may have 
been. We will never know. 

A few minutes later, the church bell rang out seven times from 
somewhere above our heads , eerily beckoning us to the invisible church. 
Again , we thought little of it , and slipped and slid up the steep 
slope , the church gradually congealing from the greyness. We opened the 
door , dripping onto the slate floor , and were struck that there was no 
sign of any other footprints. When we got back to the car park , ours 
were still the only ones there. Amongst the weird and weighty annals of 
Dartmoor lore , it hardly rated as a supernatural experience. 
Nevertheless , the whole affair was distinctly uncanny , and left a vivid 
impression on us. 

The next morning was very different. Sunlight sparkled on the 
grass and everything was exceptionally vivid. I took a series of 
photographs as Hamish dowsed the spot where the current of energy 
appeared to funnel down to a thin point and disappear into the earth. A 
curious distorted geometrical figure was dowseable , and we wanted to 
mark it out precisely with pegs and a ball of white string. The black 
and white photographs showed everything as seen by the eye , and one of 
these is reproduced in the book. 

However , when the series of transparancies returned from 
processing , they showed a strange effect. Gradually , during the 
dowsing , an amorphous misty effect became more pronounced. It hung in 
the air directly over the figure , an irregular pentagram , and grew more 
noticeable picture by picture. Then , it began to fade until normality 
was resumed (unfortunately this effect cannot be reproduced here in 
black-and-white , although some readers may have seen it during my 
talk/slide shows). At first I thought it must be lens flare from the 
wide angle lens , but this couldn't explain why it was not present in 
each photograph. Also , it did not have the appearance of flare , which I 
was familiar with. Naturally , I was intrigued. In fifteen years as a 
professional photographer , only one other example of what might be 
psychic photography had ever surfaced (at the fogou at earn Euny 
ancient village in Cornwall). 

Such experiences lead one to wo .. -.1er what exactly is going on when 
something invisible to the eye can apparently register on film 
emulsion. Film is sensitive to light. Yet the visible spectrum is only 
a tiny area of the true spectrum , from below infra-red to ultra-violet 
and beyond , those high-frequency levels of vibration perceived by 
clairvoyants who can 'clear-see'. 
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lt has also been noticed by those who regularly produce psychic 
photographs that the state of mind of the photographer is crucial. For 
this reason , a snap-type camera is far superior to a 'real' one , where 
all the technicalities of film speed and f-stops interfere with the 
natural receptiv�ty of the mind. One can only assume that because of 
some degree of heightened awareness , such an effect was made possible 
despite the preoccupation with correct exposure. 

But perhaps there is another important point here. It is easy to 
forget that what we are dealing with is LIGHT. st Michael himself is an 
angel of light , replacing earlier gods of light. The whole universe is 
composed of light , visible and invisible , all vibrating at different 
rates. What if there is , as many claim , an interaction between the 
human mind and

.
old sacred sites w.vich alters the vibratory rate of 

both? Multitud1nous are the reports of strange lights glimpsed at such 
places , and people often report that they appear to 'glow' or seem 
particularly vivid after meditation or a visit in a naturally-receptive 
s�ate

.
of mind. The most likely explanation would appear to be that a 

m1�d 1n a state of wonder , awe , respect , alpha rhythm , (choose 
whlchever comes closest to that intangible sense of oneness that we 

have all experienced at one time or another) creates a resonance 
in the energies of the Earth itself. 

Thus it may be that prayer or meditation , that is , consciousness 
deliberately raised above the affairs of ordinary everyday life , may �ave a. remarkable effect on not only the site itself , but may also set l� mot1on a tide of inner change , ev€n perhaps unrecognised at the 
t1me , that causes shifts of awareness that lead to illumination. 

The landscape of southern Britain is amazingly rich in such places 
of former veneration , remembered for their sacred character. In these 
times when the Earth cries out for understanding , many of them are now 
r�-awa�ening in our collective consciousness. Among the most 
s1gn�f1cant is surely that extraordinary guardian of Dartmoor , the Hill 
of V1sion. 

THE SUN AND THE SERPENT is available at 10.95 (post free) from 
Pendragon Press , P 0 Box 8 8 8 ,  Launceston , Cornwall , PL15 7YH. Paul 

. 
Broadhurst is also the author of SECRET SHRINES , a beautifully 

lllustrated study of ancient holy wells in Cornwall; and TINTAGEL AND 
THE ARTHURIAN MYTHOS. Both books available from above address. 
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Devon has p l ayed host to many of the en igm a t i c  shapes found in our 
f i e l ds each summer . The phenomenon came to pub l i c  attention in the 
1 9 80 ' s  and appears to have reached a peak in 1 9 9 1 . S i nce then there has 
been a marked decrease in the number of reported c i rc l es . The explosion 
i n  numbers i s  part l y  due to the fact that a number of groups have been 
mak i ng the i r  own c i rc l e s  to prove to themse lves that it coul d  be done 
or to foo l  researchers and make them l ook gul l i ble . Those who are 
immersed in the research are certa i n  there is much more to th i s  
phenome non t h a n  anyone h a d  f i rst imag i ned . 

My own research sta rted in the l ate 1 980 ' s .  I n  1 9 9 0  I spent the 
Winter and Spr i ng prepa r i ng for a set of experi ments . In June a set of 
6 circ l es appeared at Herebere near Newton Abbot ( b ) . Thi s  forma tion 
was too c l ose to the road to carry out my work . I wanted to use the 
mu sic I had recorded as part of a night-t ime experi ment to see if I 
cou ld e l i c i t  a response from whoever , or whatever , made the c i rc l es . 

A s i ng l e  c i rc l e  with two a rms and two arcs appeared in the Al ler 
Va l l ey near Daw l i sh ( c ) . At the end o f  June , a mass i ve set o f  8 c i rc les 
appeared at Bickington ( a ) .  Thi s  set was per f ect. A s ingle l arge circle 
with 7 evenly spaced satell i tes around i t. I carri ed out my n i ght-time 
experiments and i n  the day l i ght I carr i ed out my surveys , and traced 
the l i nes f rom the centre of the l argest c i rc l e  through the centre of 
each s atel l ite. I noti ced that it was near a group of mounds and tumu l i  
on top o f  I ngsdon H i l l.  The church at B icki ngton i s  dedicated t o  St 
Mary . I traced the l ine in the south west which went through the c i rcle 
set at Herebere and on towards Denbury Wood, where there i s  an Iron Age 
encl osure. It then went on to Torbryn whi ch has an anci ent yew in i ts 
churchyard. Further on, th i s  imag i nary l in e  runs through Berry Pomeroy 
Castle and on to Stoke Gabri e l. There are a nc i ent yews in both 
churchyards � three at St Marys i n  Berry Pomeroy and a s i ngle 
magn i f icent yew at St Gabr i e l s  and St Mary. The l ine carried on to an 
I ron Age fort at Hi l l  Head between Br i xham and Kingswier. The f ort used 
to be cal l ed " Godmerock" , and was once reputed to be the home o f  the 
G i ant Goemagot , who d i d  battle with Brutus when he stepped �shore at 
Totnes further up the River Dart. 

On the boundary o f  Bri xham and Churston I f ound a strange crop 
format ion; a 1 7 ft square w i th a rectangle in the south (d ) .  I n  the 
f i e l d  between the f ormat i on and the f ort was a s ingle f lat stai1d i ng 
stone used as a boundary marker. I dowsed the stone and the square, and 
found the same dowsable energy spots . The spots were shaped l i ke a s i x  
rayed star, or hexagram . 

Dur i ng the Winter I found a stone bur i ed i n  the next f i eld. One 
week�nd a group of f r i ends and mysel f unearthed i t  and set i t  uprig�t .  
When vi ewed f rom the h i l l  where the crop square appeared , the stones 
are c l early to be seen, both at the s ame e l evat i on and ori entation, 
even though there i s  a h i l l  between the two stones, and one cannot be 
seen f rom the other . If a l i n e  i s  drawn through the stones and carr ied 
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Farewell, Rewards and Fairies 
Witness those rings and roun�elays 

Of theirs, which yet rema1n 
Were footed in Queen Mary•s days 

On many a grassy plain; 
But since of late Elizabeth 

And later James came in, 
They never danced on any heath 

As when the time. hath been. 

By which we note the fairies 
Were of the Old profession; 

Their songs were Ave-Maries, 
Their dances were procession. 

But now, alas, they are all dead; 
Or gone beyond the seas; 

Or farther for religion fled, 
Or else they take their ease. 

Richard Corbet (1582-1635) 
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DEVON 
CROP 
CIRCLE 
FORMATIONS 
1990 
1993 

(1) Blcklngton 1990 

(b) Herebere 1990 

(c) Dawllsh 1990 

(d) r.oo.erock 1990 

(e) r.oo.erock 1991 

(f) r.oo.erock 1992 

(g) Berry P�roy 1992 

(h) BeiCOI'I Hill Berry �roy 1992 

(I) Barton Pines Berry �roy 1992 

(J l Berry Polleroy 1992 

(k) Cherlton Bishop 1992 

(I ) Berry Polleroy 1993 

(•) Brlxh• 1993 

L' Allegro 
And he by Friars Lanthorn led 

Tells how the drudging Goblin swet, 
To ern his cream-bowle duly set, �hen in one night, ere glimpse of morn, 

H1s shadowy Flale hath thresh'd the Corn 
That ten day-labourers could not end. 

John Milton (1608-1674) 



south, it goes through the woods where there are mo�e stones and 
finally comes out at a turnuli on top of Guzzledown, a winding road from 
the fort in to St Ha rys square at Higher Brixharn. 

I n  Jun e  1991 I found a set of 3 c i rc l e s exact ly where we had 
visual i s ed the l i ne from the stones ( e ) . At Be rry Pomeroy i n  Ju l y , a 
s i ng l e  c i rc l e  appeared at G l azegate and a dumbbe l l  near Co l l aton St 
Hary . The Bicki ngton si te did not have a c i rc l e , and nearby Herebere 
has not had one s i nce . 

In 1992, a l l  the circ l e s  c l ustered around Berry Pomeroy and 
Godmerock . The summer started with a dumbbe l l  at Glazegate Cross ( f ) , 
and the next n ight a mas sive dumbbe l l  formed at Guzzl edown ( g ) . Both 
c i rc l e  sets were only yards away from the 1991 formations . Over the 
border with Cornwa l l , circles started to c l u s ter around Cal l ington 
Henge. 

At the Berry Pomeroy dumbbe l l  I took part in a n i ght-t ime 
med i tation w i th various Kindred Spirits , to see if we cou l d  entice our 
shy Summer v i s i tors back . Two days l ater , a remarkabl e s i ng l e  c i rc l e  
f�rmed i n  t h e  f i e l d  across t h e  road between Gl azegate Cross and Barton 
P 1 nes ( h ) . The ci rcl e  was swi r l ed c l ockwi s e  and in the southern quarter 
we found that the seed heads of the barley had been carefu l l y  l a i d  out 
wi th the beard fac i ng the edge of the circ l e .  Elsewhere , the seed heads 
appeared to h ave been randomly l aid down . The rows of bar l ey heads 
l i ned in s p i r a l s  l ooked stunn i ng . I n  the north I found two stems 
standing six i nches into the circ l e . Crop was l aid around and between 
the stalks , which were total l y  undamaged . The next day a single c i r c l e  
appeared in the A l ler Val l ey , and this al so had the seed heads i n  the 
south laid out in rows . Thi s  was a smal l er circle and the crop laid 
anti-cloc kw i se . 

I had been joined by Chris Cordrey who had been helping me in 
previ ous years with my musical experiments. I wanted to try out playing 
diatonic music (no sharps or flats), as Professor Gerald Hawkins had 
published a paper on his findings on circles found around Stonehenge. 
He had found a new set of Euclidean theorems that appeared to be linked 
with diatonic ratios. Chris tuned his dulcimer and my harp to a 
diatonic scale and we both entered the circle at midnight on 17th July. 
We performed a small meditation and carried out a small ritual. At 
first we sat in the north but we both felt uncomfortable, moved to the 
south and felt much better. Under a canopy of stars we played our music 
freely , inspired by the Elements, and the circle. 

After ten minutes or so, we both heard a sound coming from 
elsewhere in the field. It was loud enough for us both to stop playing 
at the same time and listen. The sound died away to the north as we 
both stopped. We talked about what we had heard and hoped that the 
sound would come out more clearly on the microcassette we were using to 
record the sounds we had made. We played on till lam and went home. 

The next day the farmer called, to say there were more circles in 
h i s  field, a large ringed circle had appeared in front of a combine 
harves�er that was left overnight in a half cut fie ld . It was cut down 
as soon as work resumed early that morning. At midmorning he found a 
dumbbe l l  in another field that was being harvested and in a third 
f i e l d  there were six scattered circles. I rushed u� to Barton Pines to 
check the sing l e  circle . Sometimes , addi tions have appeared on circ l es . 
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I found that a small, ringed c i rc l e  had formed to the north and wa s 
exact ly in the spot from where we had heard the sound . Al ongs ide the 
first dumbbe l l  I found a spira l  pathway and a mini ature dumbbe l l  wi th 
crossed arms ( i ) . 

Two days l ater , a mass ive dumbbe l l  appeared at Gl azegate (j). The 
crop was oats and the f i e l d  wa s just ready for harves ting . The oats 
shed as I wa l ked through i t  towards the f i rst circ l e .  The spiral 
patterns l ooked incred ibl e .  The oats had not yet shed and lay i n  neat 
rows i n  both circles . The second c i rc l e  had an arms with two arcs . The 
arm po inted to the single circle �here we had pl ayed the mus ic . I n  a l l ,  
11 c i rc l es appea red around the Barton Pines s i ng l e . The on ly other 
formation to appear in Devon in 1992 was the set o f  four r i ngs , at 
Cher i ton Bi shop ( k ) . 

In 1993, I moved to Sussex to ca rry out more mus ical exper iments . 
The f i elds at Bri xham and Berry Pomeroy had been l e f t  fa l l ow so I 
deci ded to base my exper iments around Cis sbury ring . There were two 
formations in Devon , one at Berry Pomeroy , in the only f i e l d  pl anted 
(1), and one at Churston , between St Mary ' s  church and Godmerock ( m ) . 
Dur ing my research I cou l dn ' t  he l p  not i c i ng that the format ions were 
occurring near churches dedicated to St Mary. Du ring 1993 this i s  aga i n  
appare nt . The Kn ights Templar church .. at Sompt ing in Sussex is ca l l ed 
St Ma ry ' s ,  and the church at Shoreharo is dedicated to St Nicho las and 
St Mary ( o f the harbour ) .  Th is may not be so at a l l  c i rcle sites , but 
it seems to be true for a l l  the format i ons that have appeared near me . 

This year , my work with mus ic took a nother l eap when I tri ed using 
a computer to play a prec ise sequence of notes . Professor Gera l d  
Hawki ns sent m e  a letter w i t h  a series o f  notes taped onto the back . H e  
told m e  that h e  d i d  not know why he d i d  this a n d  h i s  letter said 
noth i ng about them . I assumed that he was suggesting I try out these 
notes , which I played ins ide a s i ng l e  circle at Ti tch Hi l l , Sompt i ng , 
Sussex . Wi th i n  B hours the circle had turned i nto a pictogram . When I 
phoned Gera l d  to tel l  him what had happened , he a sked me i f  I knew 
where the notes were f rom . He sent me some l iterature on the Soci ety 
f or Psychical Research ( SPR ) . The notes has been created by sir Ol iver 
J Lodge , as a means of communicating from beyond the grave . 

If I had known th is , I wou l d  not have tried the notes , as this 
woul d  be an attempt to contact the dead , r ather than whoever , or 
whatever , is responsibl e for creating the crop c i rc l e  formations . 

Cou l d  it rea l l y  be the dead? 

Fairies are said to be the sou l s  of the dead , and in folklore , it 
was the fa iries who gave gra i n  to humankind as a g i f t  f rom the gods . 

The di aton ic chart that Professor Hawkins has found enables me to 
ask quest ions with musical notes . I tried this i n  the pictogram at 
Ti tch Hi l l  and severa l th ings happened . The pictogram had many new 
add i t ions , including a tri angl e , a s p i r a l  and several new pathways .  A 
second celtic cross appeared on the west o f  the church , mak ing one at 
each s ide . In the f i e l d  next to the p i ctogram a r i ng with a ta i l  
appeared , that has been dubbed the " Sperm" . 

Amongst the surveys I hope to f i nd the numbers that are 
Caba l i st i ca l ly identica l to the quest ions and hope f u l l y  some answers . 
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This will take a lot of research over the coming Winter months. In 
preparation for next year's research I would like to ask you, the 
reader, to take part. 

Assume that the circlemaker is an unknown intelligence of either 
supernatural or extra-terrestrial abilities. 

What three questions would you ask? 

Please send your ques t i ons on a postcard to me cjo WISHT MAEN and I 
will try some of them out ne xt year , and publ ish the resul ts (if any) 

in a future i s sue. 

If you wou ld like to know more about c i rcle research and how you could 
take part , please send me an SAE cjo WISHT MAEN. If you are lucky 

enough to find a crop c i rcle formation in 1994 please tell the Hot l i ne 
for the Centre for Crop C i rcle Stud i e s  ( CCCS) Tel: 0 726 8 32367. PLEASE 

DO NOT ENTER A FORMATION WITHOUT THE FARMERS PERMISSION. 

.t:RQH llm WOHEN' S ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK; 

I am undertak ing some research for the Women's Environmental Network on 
anci ent sacred s ites in Br i t a in under threat. Pos s i b l e  threats could 
include road building programmes, quarrying, m i l i tary use of area , 
forestry , vandalism, access problems etc. The information will be 
wri tten up into a report to be used as a campa i gning tool. Please 
contact me at 3 0  Boi s  Hall Road, Addlestone, surrey, KT15 2JL. All 
correspondence will be dealt w i th in con f idence and nothing publi s hed 
w ithout your permission. Thank you, and bles s i ngs. 

DARTMOOR GUIDED WALKS COMING UP ••••••• 
BRONWEN GRIFFITHS 

WINTER SOLSTICE WALK Thursday 21 December 5.30pm 1i hours £1.50. Exploring Bronze 
Age remains at Merrivale. Meet at Four Winds GR SX561749 (large walled car park in 
trees on S side of 83357 Two Bridges-Tavistock road). With Brian Byng, author of 
DARTMOOR$ MYSTERIOUS MEGALITHS, based on the astronomical work of Alexander Thom. 
Tel: 0275 851639. 
THE SUN, MOON AND STANDING STONES 1hr illustrated talk 3pm free. High Moorland Visitor 
Centre, Princetown. With Brian Byng. Saturday 19 March 1994. 
SPRING EQUINOX WALK Sunday 20 March 5.30AH 1i hours £1.50. Exploring Merrivale and 
see the sunrise over the stones. Meet at Four Winds (as above). With Brian Byng. 
FOLKLORE AND LEGENDS OF DARTMOOR Tuesday 29 March 1994 1 hr talk 8pm £1.50. 
Held at DNPA HQ Parke Bovey Tracey with Dave Addis, Dartmoor Guide. 
DARTMOOR ARCHAEOLOGY YEAR 1994 Centenary Walk to Grimspound where archaeological 
excavations began on 31 March 1894. Route 4-5 miles. Thursday 31 March, 10am and 2.15pm. 
3 hours. £2.00. Meet Shapley Common, in car park on N side of B3212 between Moreton­
hampstead and Postbridge. With archaeologists from the DNPA. Go & ask some hard questions!!· 
NB: WALKS START EXACTLY AT TIME GIVEN SO GATHER YE 10-15 mins BEFOREHAND. 

• 

The Ntne Maidens Belstone 

MEYN MAMVRO and MERCIAN MYSTERIES (see Exchange List) have 
featured articles on the Omphalos (navel) - the sacred centre of the 
w?rld, or a particular area. To the Ancient Greeks it was at Delphi, 
Sl�e of the oracle of Apollo; to the ancient Babylonians it was at 
�r1du, the head of the Persian Gulf; and to the Muslims it was (and is) 
1n Mecca, called the Ka'bah, a black meteoric stone that originally 
represented the Goddess Al'Lat, although patriarchy converted it to the 
Hand of Allah. ( 1 )  

There are several places deeme-d to be England's sacred centre. In 
The Mabinogian, the mythical King Llud was instructed to measure the 
length and breadth of the land to find the exact centre, where there 
woul� be a pool with two dragons fighting. This he did, and found it 
was 1n Oxford. Other possibilities are High Cross (on the 
Leicestershire and Warwickshire border), Royston ( formerly on the 
Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire border); Dunstable in Bedfordshire; 
Lichfield in Sta ffordshire; Croft Hill in Leicestershire; and Meriden 
in Warwickshire. Every Celtic land had its own sacred centre; in 
Ireland it was the holy hill of Tara; in the Scottish Hebrides it was 
Iona. Cornwall's omphalos is Lanivet, near Bodmin. The name Lanivet 
means the church-site (Lan) at the pagan sacred place (Neved) - the 
word Nymet (f�om �he Old British Nemeton meaning "a sacred place") has 
t�e same mean1ng 1n Devon (Nymet Tracey, Kings Nympton, Nymet Hayes, 
Nlcholls Nymet etc). Lanivet is 13.5 miles from Padstow in the North 
and Fowey in the South; 50 miles from Lands End and 40 m i l es from the 
River Tamar. A note on the church door proclaims it as the geographical 
centre of Cornwall. ( 2 ) 

The site of all these omphalos were often marked with a special 
pole or sacred tree, the "axis mundi" of the world, which later became 
the Maypole, or by some special stone. They marked these places of 
great spiritual energy where the Mundane World and the Otherworld met 
symbolic centres of the spiritual heart of the Land (3). Lanivet has � 
wheel cross marking its centre, with a decorated shaft. 

Where is Devon's sacred centre? 

Tracing the outline of the county of Devon onto a graph and 
measuring where the centre would be indicated the area around Kings 
Nympton to be a favourite. Investigation of most of the villages around 
there however yielded no corroboration. Trevor Beer has this to say on 
the subject of the centre of Devon ... "We used the method used in 
Scotland in recent times to determine the 'centre' o f  that country. 
This is based simply on centre of gravity and interestingly it fits 
well with leys and mystic sites wherever we have used it. An exact 
cut-out of the county or country is made and literally pin-pointed to 
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find the centre of balance or centre of gravity. for us it came at 
Belstone Tor. Obviously the slightest error in the template will alter 
the result so great care has to be taken. five of us did five separate 
pieces and all arrived at Belstone. Dowsing at this site also provides 
an affirmative so I believe it is correct. Another method employed by 
some engineers is that using concentric circles but I have not tried 
this". 

It is much more exciting to learn that Belstone Tor (SX6l492l) 
could be the omphalos of Devon. The St Michael ley as traced by Paul 
Broadhurst and Hamish Miller in THE SUN AND THE SERPENT runs through 
the centre of The Nine Maidens stone (cairn) circle at the foot of the 
Tor and through the Tor itself. The circle originally marked the 
circumference of a round barrow. The kistvaen in the centre has been 
long vanished, though the depression in the earth where it once stood 
remains. There are more than nine stones, but dowsing shows only nine 
stones as having energy lines connecting them to the centre within the 
circle. Broadhurst states that it must have once been a sacred site. 
There are hut circles nearby, and perhaps the circle was converted once 
to a hermitage or dwelling, hence more than nine stones. The stones 
are supposed to be women who were turned to stone for dancing on the 
sabbath (as are the Merry Maidens in Cornwall); a folk-memory of a 
coven of 9 priestesses who worshipped in the circle on a sabbat; 9 
being a ritual, magical, sacred and symbolic number - J times J, the 
triple Goddess of maiden, mother and crone.* 

The St Michael ley then "ran right through the summit" (4), of 
Belstone Tor. The name Belstone would appear to be where a stone of Bel 
- the Celtic Sun God, Belenos the Brilliant, or Baal -once stood. 
Victorian writers believed that an altar to the Phoenician Sun God 
Belus had once been set at the summit of the Tor; this has been much 
scoffed at in later Dartmoor books. There is also a Bel Tor between 
Poundsgate and Ponsworthy at SX698729, and Bellever Tor at SX64576J. 
Fires were lit on the hills of the ancient world to honour the sun and 
celebrate the Midsummer solstice; "a vision of great fires sparkling 
like a jewelled w� across the countryside" (5). Wisht Maen hopes to 
be instrumental in�eviving the Fire Festivals on some Dartmoor Tors. 
Kit Hill, just over the border into Cornwall, was host to a Midsummer 
bonfire this year, so a start to this vision has al ready been made. 

Another candidate for the omphalos of Devon is Spinsters Rock, the 
only surviving crom lech/dolmen in the county. It is described as 
"nearly in the middle of the county of Devon, being within two and a 
ha lf miles of the centre by its circumscribing circle" (6). Of course, 
the county boundaries may have been different then. The circ les and 
stone rows are no longer there - the antiquary Polwhe l e  was the only 
one to have mentioned them in 1793 - but remains were recorded in the 
1800's, and the last of the stones were stolen in 1865. Wisht Maen is 
to study this remarkab le dolmen in greater detail in a later issue. 
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Hamel Down could also be a contender. Samuel Rowe refers to it as 
"the saddleback of Devonshire" and states that Hameldon Beacon 
"commands a vast extent of country in a l l  directions" (7) and that it 
was the site of a signal-f l ame to alarm the country. There are also 
many sacred sites on Hamel Down. Grimspound is at the foot of the Tor, 
and on its summit is Broad Barrow, Single Barrow and Two Barrows. It 
was here, in 1872, that one of the most important finds on Dartmoor was 
made. Mixed up with the bones of the body under a stone was an amber 
ornament, inlaid with go ld pins (now in Exeter Museum). In another 
barrow, a "beautifu l l y buil t-up cairn of small flat stones - a perfect 
litt l e  beehive hut in fact" (8) was found; about Jft high, with nothing 
inside, and no evidence of anything having been inside. The remains of 
the body was far away from the centre, c l ose by the edge of the stone 
circl e  enclosing the mound. The beehive cairn was put there to mislead 
any possible intruder/disturber, '·so the body must have once been an 
important person. 

If any readers have other suggestions for the centre of Devon, or, 
as Cheryl Straffon suggests "Perhaps Dumnonia itself had an omphalos 
rather than the current area of Devon" (The Warren House Inn?), please 
write in. It's fun investigating .... honest. 

* For an exce l lent and thorough explanation on this theme please refer 
to PAGAN CORNWALL - LAND OF THE GODDESS by Cheryl Straffon. Meyn 
Mamvro Publications 7.50 ISBN 0 9518859 2 8 

(1) Straffon, Cheryl. CORNWALLS SACRED CENTRE from Meyn Mamvro No.22 
( 2) Ibid. 
( J) Ibid. 
(4) Broadhurst, Paul and Mil ler, Hamish. THE SUN AND THE SERPENT. 

Pendragon Press 1989. p65 
( 5) !bid • 1 p65 
(6) Chapple, Wil liam. DESCRIPTION AND EXEGESIS OF THE DREWSTEIGNTON 

CROMLECH 1779; in A PERAMBULATION OF DARTMOOR, Samuel Rowe, Devon 
Books 1985. p115 

(7) ROWE, Samuel. ibid. p147 
(B) Ibid. p148 
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KING ARTHUR 
T H E M A T T E R 0 F B R I T A I N 

Wm A Saxton 
ARTHUR on Dartmoor? Do we have one? It depends. There are three: 

the tough leader of a mercenary band of mounted guerilla-fighters; 
the chivalric founder of the Knights of the Round Table; or the 
faery (NOT = fairy, but = Underworld figure of religion). 

On Hameldown, the highest part of the southern Mcx::>r, looming 
over Widecombe, is the King's Barrow. A little further north is 
furnum regis, latin (of the Celtic period) for the King's Oven. 
And we have a King's Way, K-Stone, K-Wood, K-Cross, K-Head, and 
K-Tor. There is a folk-legend in which Arthur leads the Dartmoor 
Wish Hounds. Old King Cole' (Coel Hen in Welsh)'s daughter was the 
beauteous Helen. Not the Troy/Totnes/Brutus one but the one that 
the Roman military roads are named for - Sarn Helen on OS maps. 
She married one of the Roman Emperors from Britain, the uncle of 
St Catherine of Alexandria, of our boss and side-altar. Their 
grandsons were Uther the Pendragon, and Ambrosius, Arthur's father 
and uncle; or were they? One version has Guinevere 'gat' instead 
of Arthur, and he getting kingship by right of his marriage to 
Guinevere. This is quite likely for the mythical Arthur, who is 
the Summer King. 

We have an instinctive reverence for the Old Things: our 
ancestors' burial places. The people that were driven from the 
face of the earth, underground or to high untillable land, where 
their sacred sites were by an invader, become magically powerful in 
our mythology. We invest greatest power in the Pixy King, and 
glamour in the Prince of Darkness, signs of whom are still 
assiduously sought by visitors to Widecombe church. Witches are 
said to be "OK', and not cruel hags, if they are 'priestesses of 
the Old Religion'. So with King Arthur. Cavalry war-lord, dux 
bellorum, has become a Prince of Chivalry, though Duke in 
Cornwall, yet King from Tintagel to Glastonbury. 

He created the Round Table brotherhood. Round-table knights 
cannot have out-of-joint noises as there is no top and no bottom. 
The Garter of that later Order is a symbol of lasting friendship 
and the bonds of brotherhood. The dartboard of Dartmoor, Forest, 
Commons, and outer parishes, matches a Round Table. The bounds 
were fixed by the king's order by a double-coven of 24 knights. 
Richard Earl of Cornwall, it is currently being proved, was also 
recreating the ethos of King Arthur for his own advancement, (to 
King of the Germans and, hopefully, to Holy Roman Emperor, and to 
help his image, he built a grand castle on the island at Tintagel, 
for which there was no military or residential point. 

There, for the first time in the UK, there has been dug up a 
stone libation cup: a holy grail! 

And in rounds or stone circles, and two rock-carved mazes! and 
Gallant-le-Bower on the hill-top above Holne Chase, Dartmoor has 
several entrances to the underworld. It has others which we call 
pixies' caves. And, near Lustleigh, there is among the Tor stones, 

a .  Heaven's Gat�. These mazes were re-awakened whenever a king 
w1shed to re-act�vate the Arthurian myth. This was frequent: that 
Richard the Earl, who built Tintagel and cut a maze pattern on the 
rock there, King Edward who founded the Garter, the Tudor kings, 
and the early Stuarts, they all needed it. 

NOTES:------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"Underworld" is an ambiguous name. It should include the heavens 
and immortal star clusters. So "Otherworld" is sometimes used. 

"Arthur, b ADSOl, died childless, leaving his kingdom to his 
nephew, Constantine, Earl of¥ Cornwall, AD542", who may be a 
historical one! 

Untaught: Jesus in the Temple - "all were amazed at His answers" 
Luke 2.47 

The legendary Arthur is the chivalric; the historical Arthur is 
more often said to be the dux bellorwn, or war-duke of the 
Dumnonii - Somerset, Devon and Cornwall. King Mark of Cornwall in 
Tintagel was not one of the sub-kings but one of the kings 
'employing' the dux. An employed status was the only way an army 
could operate when all the kingdoms were small. Aelfred King of 
Cornwall was of Bel's date, lOOBC-1 but Emperor Maximus' line. 

It is strange that, in the chivalry story, Arthur is begotten in 
a quarrel with the King of Cornwall, over a woman, Igerne, and in 
the myth story, Arthur is involved in a struggle over a woman, 
Guinevere abducted by the King of Somerset. The Green Man boss in 
Widecombe church roof, is the same, really, as the king of Somerset 
(confusing word - of a later age, better to say Avon), as Arthur 
is the Summer King and his queen's abductor, the Winter King, the 
Green Man who dies at the end of Winter.) He gives way to his 
tanist. The Winter king, the Green Man, is the Green Knight of 
the chivalry story, who carries an axe. The Green Man is always 
killed with his. To give place to his tanist _is equivalent to the 
"He must increase, I must decrease" saying of John the Baptist's -

and his head was axed! And John was a wildman, crying in the 
wilderness and eating locusts and wild honey. 

A wildman is a "natural", a heraldic version of the Green Man, 
differing only in being a leaved or hairy body, not head. 

Honey is associated with the Matter of Britain, as the Arthurian 
legends were known over Europe too, and with the King of Somerset 
whose name was Melwas. Bees are melifera in latin and melifera is 
honey in Greek. Honey is the food storable for winter; that is 
why bees make it. It is made of one thing only, but many of it; 
Merlin's name in Celtic form means "many, "legion". This is the 
name of the madman/shaman/diviner whose cure was disaster for the 
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Gethsemane area . The gods drink is ambros ia , made from honey . 

Merlin is an example of these OtherWorldly myths I figures - not 

"mythical figures " which might imply their unreality . Like Arthur 

there were three Merlin s; one at least may have been historical; 

that one is of no use to the twentieth century . The true Merlin 

was the contemporary link between God and His people here. Call 

him prophet , avatar or whatever; it does not matter. The 

interesting thing is how different episodes, like virgin-born , hold 

good through all of them , even if incon sistent within one figure . 

He got hung-up , in or on a tree , like Odin , like Lugh , like 

The correspondences are, for example , death involving a Tree; 
three; (scape ) goat; spear; thirst; stone; asphyxiation (the 
crucified suffocate/drown from fluid in the lungs ) ;  self-sacrifice; 
and res urrection . 

The inconsistent death for Mer 1 in is of interest to Dartmoor 
churches - he does n ot die ,  but 1 i ves for ever enci re led in a 
glade, enticed there by a virgin jus t like the unicorn avatar of 
the (scape ) goat . The (e ) scapegoat is the one who does NOT die , but 
goes from the sacrificial altar to new free full life in the wild 
(ernes s ) ,  Leviticus ,  eh 16 . In some legends rather than myths , 
Merlin is a horned wildman ie the 'king' wildman . An avatar of an 
avatar. None of these gods or avatars are what stories or s ongs 
make them: the Devil . (He was only invented much later,  perhaps , 
s ome say ,  from a mistranslation , as escape , of Azazel ,  which should 
not be translated; it is a proper name of a Semitic pagan 
wilderness demon , to whom the goat was despatched . )  

The avatars and the le s ser gods are but emanations ,  aspects , 
visions ,  of the One God . 

11THE MATTER OF BRITAINu is a known phrase used by the 
troubadours. It was one of three; the other two were THE 
MATTER OF FRANCE (the Horn of Roland & fighting the Moors) 
and THE MATTER OF ROME (Crusades -fighting the Saracens). 

Sample copy £1.70 (in: pap). Annual sub - £5 (in: p&p). 
from 51 Cam Bosavem. St.Just, Pen.z.arce, Cornwall TR197QX 
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The story began when Calum Macintosh ,  a Meyn Mamvro reader wrote 
to subs c r i be to Wi sht Maen ; and to d i sclose an amaz ing d i s cove�y that 
he had made when he went to Scorh ill (SX6 5 5 87 5 )  j ust before Samhai n 
19 92 , to check whether a sunset ali gnment exi sts to a nearby ridge. 
From a prev i ous vi sit and some map-work at home , he thought th e target 
would be the cai rn on Hangi ngstone Hill (SX6 1786 1 ) . In fact , he found 
that I mbolc/Samhain sunset takes place over the g i ant cai rn on the 
clos er hor i z on at SX62986 1 .  The cai rn is very d i s ti nctive , and appears 
to be the �nly �ne v i s ible from the c i rcle . It is the next large " lump" 
on the hor1 z on 1f the eye travels south along the ridge from watern 
Tor . 

Walk i ng around the outs ide of the c i rcle as the light began to 
fade , he noti ced something wh ich had escaped attention on three 
prev i ous v i s its . Carved on the outs ide of at least four stones 
�ai red " breas t '  carv i ngs . They were i n  hi gh re l i ef , almos t like 
1 mages of cup-marks , wh i ch are qui te commonly found . 

were 
mi rror 

Thes e  carv i ngs are we l l-remarked in Bri ttany , in the var i ous 
chambere� barrows - barren women woul d rub themse lves against the 
brea� t� 1 n  the hope the Goddess would bestow on them Her g i fts of 
fert1 l 1 ty - but he had not come across them be fore i n  Britai n . They 
look n oth i ng l ike any other quarryi ng marks ' that are often to be f ound 
on anci ent stones . Scorh i l l  appears to show an e l ement of mal e and 
femal e pai r i ng of stones , so the s ign of the Goddess would not be 
unexpected . A male and f emale s p i r i t/guard i ans have been ' seen ' and 
sensed here by d i f ferent people . Calum is convi nced the markings are 
arti f ic i al , probably tak ing advantage of li ttle outcrops of harder rock 
with i n  the stone . 

Aware of Calum ' s  remarks that " if they can be con f i rmed , they 
wou l d , perhaps , be opening a new chapter i n  preh i s toric carvi ngs here ; 
usually , once a type i s  i denti f i ed ,  it i s  then noticed elsewhe re" ; I 
went �o Sco:h i l l .  I had v i s ited th i s  s i te many times , someti mes alone , 
s omet1mes w1th several others , and had never noti ced these carv i ngs . 
When I arr i ved armed with Calum ' s  drawn - f rom-memory plan however , I 
could clearly see the carv i ngs from a distance away . I have looked 
through old photos I took of the c i rcle , and the carv i ngs are clear l y  
t o  b e  seen . I had jus t  never noti ced them , nor , i t  would seem , has any 
other Dartmoor wr i ter , anc i ent or modern. 
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I have been unsuccess f u l  i n  my a t tempts to get archaeolog i s ts to 
v i s i t  the s i te w i th me and con f i rm whether the carv i ngs were made by 
human hand or are natura l l y occur r i n g  - the stones chosen f o r  the 
c i rc l e  because they man i f e s ted s i gns o f  the Goddess . Pete G l a stonbury 
has vis ited Scorhi l l  and c a n not say one way or the othe r , as the 
carvings have weathered and eroded . Is  it  a l l  " in the eye of the 
beholder? " Am I "seeing the dryad in every tree " ?  I have not noticed 
anything l ike them on any other Dartmoor stone , and although the 
outlier stones on the path to the circle , and leading down to the 
Tolmen holed stone , have several nodules , they are not as rounded as 
the "breast carvings" .  Calum sent me a photograph of a wel l-attested 
carving from a Brittany passage-grave at Mogau-bihan , Finistere ; it 
would seem to be the same type as the Scorh i l l  carvings . 

Perhaps a tribe ( or its descendan�s ) from Britta�y settled o� 
Dartmoor at Scorhi l l  ( there are hut c 1rcles on scorh1 l l  Tor ) ; wh1ch is  
why only that monument displays carvings more commonly found on 
megal iths in Brittany , and why nowhere else  on Dartmoor ( a� fa: as I am 
aware ) are such decorations to be found . Another explanat1on 1 s  that 
the markings on the Scorhi l l  stones , and possibly the large f l at 
boulders a long the path towards the Tolmen holed stone in

.
the River 

Teign ; are constel lation plans ( l ike the recumbent stone 1n the . Rothiemay circle , Aberdeenshire ) ,  or " ley maps " , the nodes represent1ng 
sites on the loca l system of a l ignments ( see THE NEW VIEW OVER ATLANTIS 
by John Miche l l  pp 3 3 - 3 7 ) . If anyone recognises these carvings 
elsewhere on Dartmoor please let me know ; and if there is an 
archaeologist/geologist/Earth Mysteries expert out there , l ikewise , 
please get in touch . 

B O O K  R E V I E W S  

HAUNTED DARTMOOR - A GHOST HUNTERS GU I DE R I� Bamberg 
Pen i nsu l a  Press £3 . 99 
The f i r st ' c ream- tea -and - h i k i ng - boo t s ' gu i de I ' ve seen 
that a t temp t s  to exp l a i n  what m i gh t  l i e beh i nd l egend s 
and superst i t i on s  a t t ached to h a u n ted s i te s , e . g .  the 
g i ant  who devours sheep at Scorh i l l  � s

_
exp l a i ned as a 

d i s torted fo l k -memory of r i tua l s a c r t f t ce and c a nn t ba l -
i s t i c  fea s t s . W i l d !  ( T B )  

PAGAN CORNWALL - LAND OF THE GODDESS Che ry l Stra f fon 
Meyn Mamvro Pub l i c a t i on s  £7 . 50 
Th i s  book d i scovers a c on t i nu i ty of Goddes s - trad i t i on i n  
remote Cornwa l l  f rom a nc i en t  t i me s  r i gh t  up to the p re s en t , 
us i ng ev i dence f rom a rc haeo l og i c a l  researc h ,  fo l k l ore and 
l egend , rura l trad i t i on and custom. H i g h l y  rec orrrnended . 
Chery l Straf fon h a s  a l so w r i t ten two exc e l l ent Earth My s t ­
e r i e s  Gu i de s  to t h e  moors o f  W e s t  Penw i th a n d  Bodm i n ,  i n ­
va l uab l e  f o r  adventures i n  t h e  otherwor l d  o f  ou r s i s ter 
coun ty , a s  we l l  a s  ed i t i ng MEYN MAMVRO maga z i ne .  ( T B )  

DRAGON SLAY I NG MYTHS ANC I ENT & MODERN Bob T rubshaw 
Hea r t  of Al b i on Press £ 1 . 95 
The f am i l i a r  church w i ndow dep i c t i ng a d ragon i mpa l ed by 
a s a i n t l y  f i gu re i s  exami ned i n  depth . Who s t a rted the 
c l a i m  that dragons dep i c t the ' forces of ev i l '  or pagan­
i sm? The me s s age of the macho mon s te r -marauders i n  the 
ma sonry m i gh t  be be tter seen as a permanent conf l i c t , an 
expre s s i on of two i n sepera b l e  a s pec t s  of the psyche . 
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" The whol e  wor l d  cannot boast . .  a greater curiosity in sylvan 
arc�aeology than this solitary g rove in the Devonshire wilderness . . the anc1ent storm-stricken oaks of Wistman are without recorded parallel there is something almost unearthly in their aspect. " Rev . Samuel Row� 

184 8 .  
I 

" . . .  certainly the most wierd and curious wood i n  Eng land i f  not i n  
Europe . "  Canon E l l acombe , 1 89 6 . 

Wistmans Wood i s  f i rst mentioned in 1 6 0 5  as be i ng one o f  " three 
remarkable th ings "  to be found on Dartmoor , accord i ng to the anti quary 
Tr i stram Risdon , " . . .  the th i rd is some acres of wood and trees , that 
are a f athom about , and yet no tal l er than a man may touch to top w i th 
h i s  hand , wh i ch i s  cal led Wistman ' s  Wood" ( 1 ) . I ssue 1 is featur i ng 
W i stmans Wood f i rstly rather than th irdly becaus e o f  the i nspi rati on i t  
gave i n  starti ng a Dartmoor magaz ine , and the s im i lar i ty i n  name to 
th i s  publ i cati on . Ri sdon ' s  other remarkable th i ngs ; Crockern Tor and 
Chi lde ' s  Tomb , are to be featured in later ed itions of Wi sht Mae n . 

W i s tmans Wood is one of the most tranqui l  and f asci nating features 
of Dartmoor . Gnar l ed stunted ( pedunculate ) oaks grow over 4 acres 
i nbetween enormous gran ite boulders ,··· covered w i th f e rns , mosses , 
l i verworts and l i chens of many var i eties . It i s  the oldest natural oak 
copse i n  England and dates f rom the time of the Norman Conquest . The 
trees that grow at present are around 20 0 years o l d . The Wood i s  owned 
by E ng l i s h  Nature a nd the Duchy of  Cornwa l l  and smal l areas hav e  bee n  
f enced o f f  i n  order for unmolested growth o f  rare s pec i es of l i chens 
and subsequent studies  to take place . It i s  a very popul ar l ocation 
w i�h wal kers who o ften bypass the wood to wa l k  part of the Lych Way , 
wh1ch runs above and para l l e l  to the wood , up to the Beardown Man , a 
standi ng stone 1 1 f t high at SX5 9 5 7 9 5  ( buri a l  mound nearby ) . 

Two s im i l ar woods stand on Dartmoor , B l ack Tor BearejCopse at 
SX5 6 8 8 9 0  and P i les Wood/Copse at SX6 4 6622 .  A l l  three woods l i e  i n  an 
almost s traight l i ne across the moor , about 9 m i l e s  apart;  each wood 
stands on a steep s l ope of westerly aspect in a deep val l ey- at 
W i s tmans Wood there are many hut c i rcles along the s ide of th� h i l l  
above the middle and north woods . " A l l  these woods are s o  exceptional 
in the i r  main characteristics as to be uni que not only in Britai n , but 
al so probably the whol e wor ld" ( 2 ) . Only Wistmans Wood l i es w i th i n  the 
bounds o f  the anc i ent Royal Forest of Dartmoor . These woods could be 
the l ast rema i n i ng examples of a number of s im i l ar groves which grew i n  
some o f  the more she ltered val l eys o f  Dartmoor , and accord i ng t o  Worth , 
were " destroyed by the ear l y  tinners , in the cours e  of the i r  sme l t i ng 
operati ons , j ust as the anc i ent oak woods of Sussex were destroyed by 
i ron sme l ters in the C16th " ( 3 ) . It s eems W istmans Wood escaped 
obl i teration because of the extreme d i f f i culty in ( a )  removi ng the 
g i an t  boulders and ( b )  transporting the logs acros s  the " c l itter " .  

The i nter i or o f  the Wood i n  the C 1 9th was almost impenetrab l e  due 
to the tangle of prostrate branches resting on the boulders , and the 
l uxur i ant mat of ground vegetation that covered the surfac e  and h i d  the 
dangerous c l ef ts between the rocks . I n  1 9 12 a Geo l og i cal S urvey party 
tri ed to c ros s the l ength of the Wood and had to g i ve up after 3 hours . 
Epi phytes covered trunks and branches so th ickly that they appeared to 
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be swo l l e n  to many t i me s  t h e i r  r e a l s i z e .  At one t i me t h e  mosses h u ng 
down f r om the b r a n c h e s  a f o o t  or more , c r e a t i ng a n  i mp r e s s i o n t h a t  i t  
w a s  a Lou i s i a na swamp a n d  not a D a r tmoor c o p s e . I n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  t h e r e  was 
a f i r e  i n  the Wood t h a t  d e s t royed m u c h  o f  i t , caused by tou r i s t s 
bo i l i ng a k e t t l e . 

T h e r e  i s  a be l i e f  t h a t  W i s tm a n s  Wood , Bl ack Tor Beare and Piles 
Copse a r e  r e m n a n t s  of a primeval forest that once covered the whole of 
Da rtmoor , probably based on i t  hav i ng once been cal l ed The Royal Forest 
o f  Dartmoor , but forest in that i nstance meant " unenclosed land which 
was the spec i f i c  hunt i ng ground and prerogative of the sovere ign " ( 4 ) . 
He adds however that peat ana lys i s  has shown that trees were once more 
widespread than now . Most of Dartmoor was fores ted unt i l  about 2 , 5 0 0 BCE 
but by the end of the Bronze Age the trees had been l arge ly cleared and 
the remnants were subsequently f e l l ed for t i n - sme l t i ng .  

The Moretonhampstead to Tavi stock road was bui l t  i n  1 7 9 2 , and a f ter 
th i s  date visitors to the Wood were f requent - too f requent for the 
National Park Author i ty ' s  l iking .  They wou ld not support th i s  
publ icat ion a s  " i t would encourage even more v i s i tors t o  the Wood " ; 
which the DNPA want to d i scourage . It was exp l a i ned that it was hard ly 
l i kely that thousands o f  Wi sht Maen readers would i nvade the Wood ; and 
even more un l i kely that they would be the sort of people who would 
trampl e/damage i t . However , the Wood ' s  i solation i s  the ma i n  part of 
its beauty . Here , the ve i l  between the wor l ds i s  very thin . . .  

The name Wi stmans Wood has several mean i ngs . W i sht Maen , the name 
chosen for th i s  publ icati on , is a combi nation of W I SHT ( the old Devon 
word for " eer i e "  "uncanny " " pi x i e l ed "  "haunted " and " s pooky " ) and MAEN , 
the C e l t i c  for " stone " .  Although correctly the ad j ective comes after 
the noun in Celtic g i v i ng us MAEN WI SHT , I pre f erred WI SHT MAEN because 
i t  sounds l ike WISTMAN . was wi shtmaen perhaps the original name for 
the wood , evo lving over the years to become Wi stman ?  An old moorman 
once s poke to Mrs Bray ( 5 )  that the wood was a "wi sht old pl ace sure 
enough , and as full of adders as can be " .  Eric Hemery be l i eves G M  
Spooner , the Editor o f  worth ' s  Dartmoor , i s  probably nearest propos i ng 
"Wi sht-man ' s  wood" . To the country folk , the wisht Man was an anc i ent 
medic ine man , hermit , or the devi l .  (A Dartmoor woman , when told the 
name o f  th i s  maga z i ne , said "Ah , dev i l  stone " ! )  

Other suggestions include VI SG/WYSG MAEN COED whi ch means " s tony 
wood by the water" ( l iterally water-rock-wood ) in Celti c . Old locals 
once s poke of the wood as Wel shmans Wood ; th i s  cou ld have been a 
corrupt ion of Weal asmans Wood ; wea l a s  meant " fore igner" and so it cou ld 
have been the "wood of the Celts " who were regarded as fore igners by 
the Saxon settlers . ( The Saxons f i rs t  thought of the wood as the home 
of Od in and his Wi ld Hunt ) . Other suggesti ons i nclude "Wood of the 
wi semen" as it has long been supposed that Wistmans Wood was a sacred 
oak grove to the Druids . Vari ous interpretati ons of the word Dru i d  
include "Wise man o f  t h e  Oak " . 
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6 � DRUI D IC QM � 

Da r tmoor w r i t e r s  a r e  d i s m i s s i v e a bo u t  a n y  Dr u i d i c a l a c t i v i t y e v e r  
h a v i ng t a k e n  p l a ce o n  t h e  moor . Rowe , wh i l s t  a d m i t t i n g t h e r e  w a s  n o  
e v i d e n c e  t o  i nd i c ate a D r u i d  p r e s e n c e , s u g g e s t ed t h a t  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  
Danmo n i a n  pr i e s thood m a y  h a v e  f ou nd s h e l t e r  i n  t h e  wood f rom t h e  R o m a n 
occupi ers , who gave D a r t mo o r  a wide berth . He notes howeve r  that n o  
sacred c i rc l e , rock bas i n  or logan s tone , a l l  tradi tiona l l y assoc i a ted 
w i th Dru i d i sm ,  are to be found anywhere near the wood . Mistletoe , a l so 
trad i t i ona l l y assoc i ated , i s  not nor has ever been found at Wistmans 
Wood , but Rowe states in anc i ent times m i s t l etoe was scarce even on 
oaks , so if it was found , it was ga thered w i th "great devot ion and many 
ceremon i es " . He al so states that wha tever they found grow i ng on the 
oaks , they " esteemed to be a g i f t  f rom the Divine , and as a si gn that 
the i r  god had made that tree his pecu l i ar cho i ce" ( 6 ) . If as many 
epiphytes were grow ing then as now , the trees must have been accorded 
great venerat ion . 

Many early antiquar i ans were conv inced that Wi stmans Wood was a 
sacred oak grove , as were s im i lar groves s acred across Britain unt i l  
the sack o f  the Dru id centre o n  the Holy I s l and o f  Ang l esey by the 
Romans i n  AD7 8 and the subsequent d e l i berate destruction o f  the oak 
groves ; a nd the i r  theor ies have been much v i l i f ied and r i d iculed by 
later wri ters , but , as Paul Broadhurst states in THE SUN AN D THE 
SERPENT , " . . . .  antiquaries o f  previous centuries were not so much 
concerned _with the prec i se c l as s i f icat ion of when an I ron Age 
pr i esthood rei gned as with po i n t i ng out the immense antiqu i ty of the 
ruins , wh ich in the clas s i c a l l y  educated C 1 7 th and C1 8 th meant 
pre-Roman . In th i s  cl imate , Dru i d  s i mply meant the pr i ests o f  the 
anci ent Britons " ( 7 ) . 

There was real fear i n  t imes past of the Wood be ing ful l of 
rept i l i a n  monsters , pos s i bly an i nverted folk-memory of serpent 
worsh i p , Dru i d ical or earl i er .  This report by Shirley Wa l l i s of 
Plymstock , who "visited" the Wood us ing p sychoexpans ion , throws some 
l ight . She had never been to the wood be fore and the exercise 
( control l ed " astra l pro j ection " ) was done two days be fore physica l ly 
vis i ting . She noted her impress i ons from her " astra l "  v i s i t : -

"The woods are set upon gran ite and there i s  a seam o f  quartz runn i ng 
through the central underground , maki ng great sensitivity in cantering 
the energy f ield . It has an inverted force f i eld - i t  contains its own 
heightened awareness due to the centeri ng of energies invi s ible to the 
naked eye but vis ible to me through psychoexpans ion as two spira l s  set 
s ide by s ide movi ng in opposite di rections . • • the whol e  pl ace was 
encl osed and parcelled up . .  I then moved back in time to the period 
between 4 0 0  and 50 0AD . • • It was used by Mithra ic/Dru idic peopl e as a 
pur i fy ing centre where much good was wrought . A spring of water i s  
tumb l i ng over rocks through the tree s  down t o  a river . Only certain 
people are allowed here . The i r  energy f i e lds or vibrations are in tune 
with the surroundings . It is very i sol ated , l ike a world within our 
world . I rece ived another d i stinct impre s s i on that there i s  noth ing 
"wrong " with the Wood . The unusual fee l i ng that my mind senses can be 
described as be ing absorbed by the a rea when amongst the trees 
g i v i ng a mysterious qual i ty as i f  ha rbour i ng a secret . 
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My v i s i t two days l a ter . . .  surpr i s ed see ing so many gran ite bou l ders 
among the trees . .  became consc i ous c;> f be i n9 " wrapped a round '.' . . . .  
uniqueness was geograph i ca l , geo log 1 cal , � 1 ner� l a n d  m�g�e t 1 c . 
I came to an upright stone a nd l eaned aga 1 nst 1 t , rece 1 v 1 ng a strong 
gravitational pu l l  root i ng my feet to the spot . Phys ica l l y ,  I felt 
re l axed , peaceful and rather ti red , con� l ud i ng

.
that th i s  wa s due to 

the wa lk ; as I came i nto a c l ear i ng , th 1 s  fee l 1 ng went , then returned 
when mov ing back among the trees ; I then not i ced that the cl eari ng 
d i vided the Wood i nto two groves s i de by s ide , and the impres s ion of a 
qua rtz seam I had " seen " underground and run n i ng through the centre of 
that area , was through thi s  c l earing , one large �tone had � surf ace of 
quart z . I n  the second grove I not i ced a subt l e  d 1 f ference 1n the 
e f fect upon my own force f i e l d , rather mi l der and more upl i ft i ng . as 
if there was a pos i tive and n egat ive f l ow s i de by s ide in these two 
groves . Th i s  p l ace wi l l  react upon v i s i tors i n  a vari ety of ways 
accord ing to the i r  own persona l energ ies or force f i e lds , for the Wood 
conta i n s  i ts own abi l i ty to evo lve through t ime absorbing mysteries 
and memories as I was absorbed when there . Once I ' d  left I felt 
r e freshed a nd full of energy , perhaps hav ing expe r i enced the pur i fy i ng 
agent used l ong ago . "  ( 8 )  

S h i r l ey Wa l l i s  states that the wood was used by M i thra ic 
( wors h i ppers o f  the Roman god M i thras ) /Drui d i c  peop l e s ; but i n  most 
Da rtmoor l i terature we read t ime and t ime aga i n  that the Roman s  and the 
Druids avo ided Dartmoor . In f act , s o  vehement are l ater wri ters in 
the i r  den i a l  of anyth i ng Dru i d i ca l , that it s eems they were h i d i ng 
someth i ng ! Also , the Roman empire col l apsed in 4 1 0AD , so i f  Druidic 
peop l e s  were " seen" by psychoexpans i on , between 4 0 0 - S O OAD , they must 
have i ndeed bee n  the last ves t iges of the ancient people who took 
re fuge in the Wood ; as stated by Rowe ( see ear l i er i n  thi s  art icle ) .  

POSITIVE Aim NEGATIVE CHARGES 

I ntere s t i ng though i s  Shi rl ey Wa l l is ' expe r ience o f  feel i ng t ired 
when wa l k i ng to the wood yet f e e l i ng energi zed wal k i ng back f rom i t , 
when l ogica l ly one ought to be ti red wa l k i ng back f rom the wood and 
energ i zed wa lking to i t ! Many people I know are a f f ected in d i f fer�nt 
extremes by the Wood . Paul Rende l l , loca l h i stor i an , qua l i f i ed 
Dartmoor Guide and moor wa lker of many years , i s  not keen on Wistmans 
Wood at al l .  In dayl i ght he has been phys i ca l l y  s ick near the Wood , 
w i th symptoms s uch as " weakn es s , head spinning and f ee l i ng drained of 
a l l  l i fe "  and " headache and l egs tur n i ng to j e l l y " . These symptoms 
appeared seconds a f ter near i ng the Wood and seconds after feel i ng 
absolutely f in e . 

A woman wrote to me " I  f e l t  a great sense of sadness and l one l iness 
about the p l ace . .  and noticed no bi rds s i ng i ng i n  the trees at a l l , it 
felt very eeri e ,  even when I was out of the Wood walking home . "  Thi s  
may have somethi ng t o  d o  with Sh i r l ey Wa l l i s "  pos i t i ve a n d  negative 
charge theories - the two s p i ra l s  f lowing i n  oppos i ng d i rect i ons - or 
w i th the fact that in anc i ent t imes only certa i n  people were a l lowed 
there? 

I n  Pau l Devereux ' s  PLACES OF POWER he states that he has had 
s imi l ar expe r i ences whi l s t  return i ng f rom a l ong days f i e l dwork fee l i ng 
e nerg i zed and " decidedly more energetic that when we had commenced i n  
t h e  morn i ng s "  a n d  " tracking across d i f f i cu l t  terra i n  w i th a substant i a l  
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backp�ck , I sudden �y ' sw� tched ' i n to a much fa ste : rhy thm of wa l k i ng , 
cover 1 ng great str1des w 1 th absolute ease , breath 1 ng as c a l m l y  as i f  I 
were seated in a cha i r . Th i s  was not ' second wind ' that I have often 
expe r i enced i n  f i e ldwork , but a d i s t i nc t i v e  s tate that verged on the 
paranorma l "  ( 9 ) . He also men t ions Sabine Bari ng-Goul d ' s  A BOOK OF 
DARTMOOR ( 1 9 0 0 ) and the story therein of the " except iona l l y good hea l th 
of the pr i son ers " in Pri nce town Pri son d e s p i te appa l l i ng cond i t i ons , 
and that i t  was not uncommon for peop l e  s u f fer ing f rom lung cond i tions 
to stay for a wh i l e  in a farm/cottage on the moor to a i d recovery or be 
cured . 

I n  legend , the devi l and h i s  Wish or Wi sht Hounds are said to l i e  
u p  under the trees between hunts for human soul s . " A  gl impse of the 
huge bl ack dogs with the i r  eyes l i ke red hot coa l s  means death within 
the year or a br i e f  run before the s l ave r i ng jaws i nto card i ac arrest 
or a nas t i e r  conc lusion . " ( l O ) . The Saxons f i rst thought of the Wood as 
the home o f  Odi n  and his Wi l d  Hunt . "Th i s  ( the wild hunt ) was 
origina l l y  the connection of the hunter w i th the s p i r i t  o f  the beast 
be ing hunted , a theme that goes back to Pa l eol ithic shama n i s t i c  t imes , 
but wh ich became Chr i st i a n i s ed i nto the dev i l  hun t i ng for human sou l s "  
( 1 1 ) . 

They set o f f  at midn i ght , the dev i l  h i ms el f r i d i ng a head l e s s  black 
hors e . They chase the i r  v i ct ims towards the Dewerstone , driving them 
over the prec i pice of th i s  near vertical rock face h igh above the River 
P l ym , near Shaugh Bridge at SX5 3 9 6 3 9 . The devi l is also s a i d  to l ive 
on the Dewerstone , Dewer be i ng another name f or the devi l .  I t  is more 
l i ke ly though that the Dewer stone gets its name f rom the Ce l t i c  for 
wa ter , "dwr " . Dewerstone cou l d  a l so be der i ved f rom Tiw , who was the 
V i k i ng god Woden ' s  compan i on ( 1 2 ) . Devon tradi t ion regards unbapt i z ed 
i n f ants as the s pec i a l  prey of the Demon Huntsman , and many macabre 
stor i e s  abound of dead babi es and chi ldren be i ng d i splayed to 
understandably d i s traught parents . A sure way of course of getting the 
l i tt l e  ones bapti zed to the One and Only Path as quickly as pos s i ble 
and keeping an uneducated and superstitiou s  popu l ac e  terr i f i e d  o f  ever 
s tray i ng f rom the chr i st ia n  f a i th ! 

I n  the North , the dev i l  and h i s  Wi sht Hounds are known as Gabr i e l s  
Hounds , an odd blend of mythology . Gabr i e l  i s  a chr i s t i an archange l ,  
but i n  Jewish fable he i s  Lord o f  The Underworld , l ike Dewer or the 
devi l .  Bl ack dog stories are f ound a l l  over the country , s ome dogs are 
he lpful , mos t  are dangerous . In Engl and , b l ack dogs are supposed to be 
the form taken by a human ghost , whi ch wou l d  f i t  in with the l egend of 
the dev i l hun t i ng for sou l s . Th i s  has imp l i cations for there be ing a 
B l ack Dog path ( 1 3 )  between the Wood and the Dewers tone ; as part of the 
bl ack dogs " hunt i ng ground" is the Lych Way , the old Way of The Dead . 
Al igned between the Wood and the Dewerstone i s  Dev i l s  Br idge 
( SX 5 8 4 7 2 9 ) .  

Be l i e f  i n  the Wi sht Hounds certa inly e x i s ted up to the end of the 
l a s t  century . When a mans body was found on the banks of the River 
Yealm in the 1 8 7 0 ' s ,  the coroners j ury , unable to establ i sh any cause • 

of death , dec ided that he must have been " struck down by the phantom 
hunt . "  They wanted to g ive a verd ict of " death by supernatura l agency " 
and were w i th great d i f f i c u l ty persuaded to subs t i tute one o f  
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" a c c i denta l death" i n stead ! ( 14 ) 

w i s tman ' s  wood wi l l  cont i nue to enchant with its numi nous beauty 
and hues of soft greenness . It i s  tru ly a p l a c e  � f power an� energy

.
and 

one of the most spec i a l  of our Da rtmoor sacred s 1 tes ; and w1 l l  cont 1 nue 
to ins p i r e  and energ i z e  as long as there are those who care . 

"Al l I ' ve ever found in the wood i s  peace and beauty ; and one Spring 
· · t f t  r H i t l er ' s  war I looked down f rom the Devonport Leat morn l ng JUS a e . t 1 . the sun I f  and saw a vi xen and her cubs l e ave the c l 1 tter o P a y  l n  · 

. 

ou meet the dev i l  there or anywhere e l s e  on the moor you brought h1m 
y 

w i th you " ( 1 5  ) . 
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- 2.3 -

Common trad i t i on has known and recogni sed the anc i ent my stery of 
the presence of the f a i r i e s . The s e  memories a r e  embedded i n  the ma t r i x  
o f  l egend a n d  myth as we l l  as t h e  a l chemy of t h e  human expe r i ence . 

Today the exped i enc i e s  and shortcom i ngs of the thought processes 
of the twenti eth century block out the orig inal  abi l i ty to open out 
w i th awareness to unseen and unfelt ( to most peoples ) phenomena . As 
w i th a l l  cosm ic f unct i ons the f undamenta l laws fol low patterns of 
behaviour bas ed upon the phy s i c a l  and spi r i t  body . At time s  thes e  two 
i nteract or fol low the i r  own nature i ndependent ly . 

Fa i r i es and humans react to each other on the s p i r i t  plane . On 
that l evel there i s  unders tand i ng ,  and a recognit ion of a mutual form 
of e x i stence as s p i r i ts , a l though in th�. human c a s e  they lost the i r  
s p i r i t  state o n  e a rth i n  order t o  l i ve who l l y  o n  the mate r i a l  p l a n e . 
The l ove of the f a i ry wi l l  a lways e x i s t , as long as the human has a 
genet i c  reca l l  of a t ime when the human too was a l i vi ng s p i r i t  form , 
i n  a wor ld i n  wh i ch they too were l iv i ng with the Natura l Laws and 
under the loving care of the s p i r i t  o f  creation . 

Al though humans attr i buted a human l i kene s s  and human- l i k e  
behav i our t o  thes e  l i tt l e  s p i r i t s  i n  an endeavour to assoc i ate them 
w i th the material world , these s p i r i t s  were completely androgynous , and 
free of so-ca l l ed ' normal ' human act ivities . They a l so have , over t ime , 
become i ndent i f i ed w i th the sma l l  be i ngs who l ived on a mater i a l  l evel ; 
p i x i es , dwarfs , gnomes , elves etc . The races ' memories of very sma l l  
peoples l iv i ng very much close to the natural world and i t s  laws , and 
part icularly associ ated with working at open cast and deeper m i n i ng are 
very s trong ; and aga i n  owi ng to the vast time span thes e  memories have 
become sub j ect to i n f luence by various doctr i nal notions , espec i a l l y  by 
the r e l i g ious f acti ons . 

On a pure l y  material l evel - for any of these l i ttle peopl e  to be 
abl e to surv i ve i n  the atmosphere of the pl anet as i t  has been a f f ected 
by the humans - they must have remarkable resources at the i r  d i s posal 
and I do not doubt thi s  for one moment . They have been - and are s t i l l  
- seen b y  people . The i r  morals are based upon a res pect f o r  the natural 
worl d  in the state it was origi n a l l y  intended to be , where the driving 
force was " need " - not greed . A world of rocks and moorland and 
i naccessible pl aces would a f ford a camouf laged envi ronment . Accounts of 
e ncounters with these sma l l  people are i n  the ma i n  reported f rom areas 
o f  moor land , forest and rocky p l aces . 

They seem to of fer the human s tate a compa s s i onate contempt . 
Reports of the i r  m i schief and the i r  help have been the ma i n  theme o f  
l egend i n  espec i a l l y remote o r  w i ld rura l commun i t i es . Yet as a 
sens i t ive ( i n the r i ght use of the term ) , I have become acute l y  aware 
when s i tt i ng or s tand i ng i n  remote and w i l d  s pots , o f  presences " s i z i ng 
me u p " . These have a very d i f f erent v ibration f rom an ima l l i f e , be i ng 
on a nother pl ane of thought . There are a number of such spots i n  the 
Dartmoor National Park , wh i ch " ca l l "  to the s e n s i t ive . 
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As la te as 1 9 6 0  f our l i ttle men came from a bracken stook in a 
f i e l d  in Widecombe - i n - the -Moor , seen in broad dayl ight . Chagf ord and 
Chud l e igh Kni ghton have the ir share of " p i x i e "  s i ghtings , as soc i ated 
with danc ing on a danc ing rock in the f i rst instance , and walking 
towa rds bur i ed trea sure in the second . Tiny m i ners and bu ried treasure 
seem to ring a fam i l iar be l l  in the human consciousness . Treasure i n  
a l l  l i kel ihood wou ld have been prec i ous meta l . Gold was mi ned i n  the 
South West among other places a l ong with s i lver and gemstones . The 
pos s i bl e  use for thes e  mater i a l s  may prov ide a c l ue as to the survival 
tactics of these l i ttle be i ngs , who have to contend with the systematic 
mater i a l  ru in o f  the natural world as pract i sed by the human races . 

The f a i r i e s  have no such problem , for the i r  man i festations can be 
l i nked with the natural order , so that as long as one f l ower or a t i ny 
plot of unso i l ed l and exi sts , there they wi l l  continue to harmon ise 
with the natura l laws for the good of the pl anet . For men wi l l  soon 
outgrow the i r  natural envi ronment in the ir mater i a l  greed , and the 
response of the Na tura l Laws wi l l  l eave a p l a net conva lesc i ng under the 
doma in of those who have i ts spiritual comfort at heart . 

Cheryl Straf fon 

Dartmoor conta ins a huge number of anc i ent s i tes , settl ements , and 
ritu a l  monument s , so much so that i t  may a ppear a daunting task to sort 
out any s ign i f i cant l andscape or geomantic pattern within the 
complex i t i e s . I n  add i t i on , it is sometimes d i f f icult to d i s t i ngu i sh 
preh i s toric rema i n s  f rom natural granite depo s i ts . However , Dartmoor 
does possess the great advantage of having s i tes that are clearly 
contemporaneous with each other , so that we may reasonably i nfer that 
they were del i berately l a i d  out in a certa i n  pattern , and not j ust by 
fortui tous chance . 

A study of the extant s i tes seems to reveal a de l iberate grouping 
o f  d i f ferent types o f  s ites . Thi s  may represent d i f f erent tribes or · 

soc i a l  groupi ng s  f rom the Neo l i thic and Bron z e  Age soc i ety who 
i nhabi ted the area of the Moor . With i n  each group there are usua l ly ( a )  
hut c i rc l esjenclosuresjsettl ements ( dwel l i ng area ) ; ( b )  rema i n s  
( r i tual /astronomical ) cons isting o f  at l e a s t  one stone c i rc l e , perhaps 
a doub l e , with stone rows l eadi ng to many mega l i ths , either at the end 
o f  the rows or c l ose-by . There may in add i t i o n  be ( c )  ' marker mega l iths 
nearby , usua l ly at s ign i f i cant l i nes o f  s ight , whi ch l ead to the 
rema i ns . A good exampl e  of thi s  woul d  be at Dri z z lecombe ( SX 5 9 6 6 6 7 ) 
where 4 sma l l  s ta nd i ng stones l ead over and down the h i l l  to the 3 
stone rows be l ow . F i na l ly ,  there wi l l  inevitably be ( d )  ca i rn s  ( bur i a l  
area ) nearby . Th i s  pattern i s  repeated over a n d  over aga i n , a l though 
not a l l  rema i n s  are complete . 

Th i s  pattern can be st be i l l ustrated by a coupl e  of exampl e s : -

( ! )  Shov e l  Down . With i n  a sma l l  area there i s  a network of rema ins 
cr�s s -cross i ng �he Moor .

. 
A four fold/tr i p l e  c i rc l e , stone rows , 

c a 1 rns and out l 1er stand1ng stone ( the Longstone ) around SX6 60 8 6 0 , 
leading to Scorhi l l  circ l e  at SX 6 5 5 8 7 5 , wh i ch can be vi ewed from 
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surroundi ng h i l l s  and tors . Nearby , a stone row at Thornworthy Tor 
( SX 8 4 0 6 6 0 ) runs d i rect to a stone c i r c l e  and doub l e  row now in 
Fernworthy Forest ( SX6 5 9 8 2 5 )  and to the we l l - known Grey Wethers 
doub l e  circle just outside the Forest a t  SX6 3 8 8 3 1 . On Hurston Ridge 
( SX6 6 8 8 2 6 ) a doub l e  stone row l e ads to a 6ft standi ng stone and 
a l i gns with the Warren House c a i rn ( SX6 7 2 8 1 3 ) and the Cha l l acombe 
tri p l e  rows high on the oppo s i te h i l l s ide at SX691 8 0 9 . Nearby i s  
the famous hut circ l e  settl ement Grimspound ( SX7 0 1 8 0 9 ) .  

( 2 )  Hingston Hil l . ( SX585694 ) .  1 6 0  sma l l  stones l ead to a 9 ft standi ng 
stone and a perfect circle of 2 6  stones . Nearby the Yel l owmead 
fourfold circle ( SX57 5 6 7 8 ) a l igns to Dri z z lecombe ( SX5966 6 7 )  with 
its 3 stone rows , each with a� standing stone ( one of 1 4 ft , 
re-erected 100 years ago by the DPA ) . Brisworthy circ l e  i s  at 
SX56 4 6 5 5 . Again , nearby there is a hut c i rc l e  settlement on 
Trowl esworthy Warren together with a stone row and c i r c l e  ( much 
hidden ) at SX57 66 3 9 . 

In each of these groups there appear to be stone rows and standi ng 
stones a l igned to stone circles and outl i ers in the vicinity o f  a 
settlement . Of course , each of the g ener i c  groups may have conta ined a 
number of sma l ler inter-dependent groups . For examp l e  the Erme Va l le y  
seems to cons i st of two generic groups on opposite s ides o f  the va l l ey 
with settlements and very long stone·· rows ( over 2 mi les ) at Butterdown 
Hi l l  ( SX 6 5 5 5 8 7 ) ,  sta l l don ( SX6 3 2 624 ) and Sta l lmoor ( SX 6 3 5 6 4 5 ) .  Here 
these may have been speci a l  process i onal ways as part of a seasona l 
ritual pattern involving two rel ated fami l y  groups . Or , as Pau l  
Devereux has suggested , stone rows may have been spirit paths for 
either. the spirits of the dead to trave l a long , or pathways for the 
out-of-body experiences by the shamans and shamankas o f  the tri be . 

However , there are in addition some pu z z les that don ' t  rea l ly f i t  
into t h e  formula , e . g .  the Langstone c ircl e  and standi ng stone a t  
SX550788 s eems to stand in i solation o n  the NW o f  the Moor , but the 
circle has been so much destroyed by the Army f i ring at it ( shel l s  and 
broken stone can sti l l  be found around i t ) that it i s  quite l ikely 
other rema ins would have been destroyed too . The Beardown Man stands in 
splendid i solation at SX59 57 9 5 , though he does have a burial mound 
nearby . And there is a single cromlech just o f f  the Moor , Spinsters 
Rock , at SX7 0 1 897 , although up t i l l  1 8 6 5  i t  did have surrounding rows 
and c i rcles . Both of these may have been special ritual foc i i , for a 
number of fami ly groups to have come and connected with the powers o f  
the uni ve rse o r  the spirits o f  the dead ancestors . 

So notwithstanding these i sol ated examples ,  the general pattern 
does seem to be that stone c ircl es , rows and megal iths were l i nked 
together in specific generic groups . These may be complex , such as the 
Merri va l e  complex ( SX5557 4 7 ) with its 3 storie rows , circl e ,  burial 
cists , and standing stones , whi ch seem to denote sign i f icant phases of 
the moon ' s  cycle ; or they may be much s impler , such as the Cawsand H i l l  
triple row , with standi ng stone o n  the h i l l s ide above ( SX6 4 2 9 1 8 ) 
l eading to the White Moor 17 stone circle and standing stone out l i er 
( SX6 3 3 8 9 6 ) .  Of course , thi s  begs as many questions as it answers : why 
precisely at those locations? Why a lways the circ l e  and the outl i er ?  
Wh a t  w a s  astronomically aligned and why? But it may at least answer the 
question - why were s ites grouped in the way they are? So that patterns 
in the landscape could be l inked together iri sign i f i cant geomantic 
ways . The ritual monuments were an i ntrins i c  part of the body of Mother 
Earth , l i terally ' al ive ' in the l and o f  Dartmoor . 
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Exchange Mags & Ads 

THE CAULDRON Pagan journal of the Old Religion. Wicca & Earth Mysteries. 
£ 1 . 5 0 single , £6 sub. M A Howard , Caemorgan Cottage , Caemorgan Road , 
cardigan , Dyfed , SA43 l QU . DALRIADA Journal of the Native Ce l tic Tradition. 
40 page A5 qtr l y . £6 sub , single £ 1 . 7 5 .  Cheques " Clan Dalriada" , Dun-na ­
Bea tha , 2 Brathw i c  Plc , Brodick , I sle o f  Arran , Scotland , KA 2 7  S BN . 
DARTMOOR NEWSLETTER Current Moor issues , history , walks. £6 sub , 6 issues. 
Paul Rende l l ,  20 Rol ston Close , Southway , Plymouth , PL6 6PE. FORTRAN TIMES 
Journal of strange phenomena . £ 1 2  for 6. Box 2409 , London , NW5 4NP . 
G E H  G l oucestershire Earth Myster i es . £ 5 . 7 5 sub 3 i ssues , £ 2 . 2 5 sample . 
Cheques "GEM "  P 0 Box 2 5 8 , Chel tenham , G l o s , G L 5 3  O HR . GREENLEAP Robi n ' s  
Gre enwood Gang . Free l i festy l e s , trave l l ers to tre es . Fest ivals and s i tes . 
£ 3 . 5 0 sub , 7 5 p s i ngl e . George F i rsof f ,  96 Church Rd , Redf ield , Bri stol 5 .  
MERCIAN MYSTERIES Alternat ive stud i es of past/place w i th a Midl ands emphas i s . 
A4 4 0  page qrt l y . £ 1 . 7 5  sampl e ,  £ 6  sub . 2 Cross Hi l l  Close , Wymeswo l d , 
Loughborough , Le i cs , LE1 2  6UJ . HEYN HAKVRO Anc i ent/sacred s i tes in Cornwa l l  
and r e l at ed E M  studi es . £ 5  s ub , £ 1 . 7 0  samp l e . 5 1  earn Bosavern , S t  Just i n  
Penw i th , Pen zance , Cornwa l l , TR19 7QX . HOEBIUS TRIP/ASHODEAUS Lively pagan 
mag . Samp l e  £ 2 . 5 0 .  25 Rose Terrace , Moorvi ew Park , Newcastle on Tyne , 
Tyne & Wea r , NE5 3 AU . NORTHERN EARTH Long estab l i shed rad i c a l  journal 
o f  EM, a n t i quar i a n i sm & cultural trad i t ion . £ 5  4 i s sues sub , £ 1 . 5 0 s i ng l e . 
10 Jubi l e e  St , Mytholmroyd , Hebden Bridge , W Yorks HX7 5NP . PAGAN VOICE 
Paganism today, news, contacts, interviews. Month l y. ! 1 0  sub, !1 samp l e. 1 3  Barnstaple 
Walk , Know l e , Bristo l , BS4 lJQ . PEHDRAGON Arthurian h i story , mytho l ogy , 
l egend . £ 6  sub , 4 i ssues . Smi thy House , Newton by Frodsham , Chesh ire , 
WA6 6SX . THE LEY HUNTER Foremost in EM studies wor ldwide . £7 f or 3 .  
P 0 Box 9 2 , Penz ance , Cornwa l l , TR18 2XL . QUEST 2 3  years o l d ! Western 
r i tua l mag i c , pagan ph i losophy etc . £ 5  sub 4 i s sues , £ 1 . 5 0 samp l e . BCM-SCL 
QUEST , London , WC l N  3 XX * * * * * * * * * **DEVON GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS 
s . c . A . N . - ( So c iety for the study of crypto zoologica l anoma l i es of Nature 
. . .  phew ) B l aGk Dogs , Beasts , Legend etc . "Taws ide" 30 Park Avenue Barnstapl e 
Devon EX 3 1  2 ES . AQUARIAH DISCUSSION GROUP Ga i a  Earth Hea l i ng , leys , crysta l s  
spir i tua l i ty ,  hea l i ng , med i tation . Loi s  Ll oyd , P l ymouth 7 8 6 7 1 6 . DARTMOOR 
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION £ 5  year , OAPs & Under 2 3 s  £ 2 . 5 0 .  FREEPOST Plymouth 
Devon PL1 1 BR . DEVON DOWSERS F i e l d  trips , lectures , c l asses , courses , 
l ibrary & s oc i a l  events . £ 1 0  per year . Corfe C l ose H i gh Bickington 
Umbe r l e igh Devon EX3 7 9AY . 

WISHT MAEN IS ALSO ON SALE AT PRI NCETOWN STORES , 
PRI NCETOWN , DARTMOOR and THE DANDY-L ION , RED L I ON 
YARD , OKEHAMPTON , DEVON . MORE OUTLETS TO FOLLOW ! 

I N  I SS U E 2 d u e  o u t  Apri l / May 94 

B R I D E ST O W E , SAC R E D  C E N TRE AT B O W , THE M I L I TAR Y O N  
DARTM O O R , T H E  L Y C H  WAY , a n d  w h at e v er e l s e y o u  s e n d  

. I I I n . .  P l e a s e  wri t e  a n d  let u s  h a v e  y o u r  comm e n t s  o n  
Wi s h t M a e n . As  i t ' s  v ery m uc h  a n  e x p eri m e n t  a n d  t h e  
f i r s t  i s s u e w e  n eed t o  k n ow p e o p l e ' s  i m p re s s i o n s . 
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